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Water links us to our neighbors in a way more profound and complex than any other 
Source: John Thorson, Indian Water Rights pg 21 
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Keep Our Storm Drains Clean 

2007 Bloomsbury Environmental 
Commission Members 

 

Ilse Goshen, Chair 479-6716 

Cathy Foulk  479-1101 

Ken Robbins  479-4880 

Christine Hall  479-6629 

Sheila de Barra  479-0013 

Vicky Papics, Council Liaison 479-6076 

Backyard Compost Program Update 

The Bloomsbury Environmental Commission 
was successful in signing up 25 committed resi-
dents for the Backyard Compost Program.  We 
distributed the compost bins to 25 residents 
over Memorial Day weekend. We are hoping 
the composting program will have a direct re-
sult in reducing the tonnage of our municipal’s 
solid waste collection.  Yard trimmings and 
food residuals together constitute 24 percent of 
the U.S. municipal solid waste stream. That’s a 
lot of waste to send to landfills when it could 
become useful and environmentally beneficial 
compost instead. It is not too late to join in on 
the backyard compost program.  If any resi-
dents are interested in purchasing a compost 
bin at the reduced rate of $40.00 please contact 
Ilse Goshen at 479-6716. 

5th Annual MWA Wine Tasting Event  

In June, the Bloomsbury Environmental Commission contracted South Branch Ex-
cavating Company: and with the aid of the Bloomsbury Department of Public 
Works, clogged debris was extracted from some of our storm drains in the Borough.  
By cleaning the underground network of pipes, storm water is able to flow freely to 
the river.  We are hoping that this will alleviate some of the flooding that has been 
occurring on Main Street and North Street. Residents can help us maintain clean 
and clear storm drains by not dumping any material into the storm drains, includ-
ing grass clippings and all other yard refuse. 

Why is Stormwater a problem? 
Stormwater can pick up debris, chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants and flow into a 

storm sewer system or directly to a lake, stream, river, wetland, or coastal water. 
Anything that enters a storm sewer system is discharged untreated into the water-

bodies we use for swimming, fishing, and providing drinking water. 
Residents should be aware that the Borough has an ordinance on file that prohibits 
disposal of any refuse, rubbish, waste and debris into any Borough storm drain. 
Any person who violates or neglects to comply is subject to a fine, such fine shall be 
no less than $250.00. 
This project was funded by Clean Communities from the Clean Communities Coun-
cil of New Jersey. With future funding we are hoping to clean more drains in town. 

The Bloomsbury Environmental Commission willingly corrects factual mistakes. If you 
think that we have made an error in a news story please contact Christine Hall 479-6629 

Join the Musconetcong Watershed Association on Sunday, September 30, 2007 from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm for the 5th Annual 
Wine Tasting to be held at the Musky Trout Hatchery at 279 Asbury-Bloomsbury Road (Route 632) in Asbury.  Enjoy a relax-
ing fall afternoon along the banks of the scenic Musconetcong River. Sample a variety of new wines provided by Perryville 
Wine and Spirits with an array of delicious appetizers prepared by The Milford Market while enjoying good company and mu-
sic by Jam-Bone. Tickets are $25.00 and are available at Perryville Wine and Spirits or can be purchased online or at the 
door. Please contact beth@musconetcong.org or call (908) 537-7060. Non-alcoholic beverages will also be available. 
The MWA is raffling a 9.5 foot Swifty kayak, life vest and paddle ($500 value). The tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased 
online at www.musconetcong.org. 




